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Library remodeling first floor
with active support in math tutoring, writing, and career counseling.
Math and writing tutors will be availRenovations for the new Academic & able during library hours, and part-time
Research Commons (ARC) in Brooks Li- career counselors will be available in the
brary are underway.
Student Success ofﬁces, located in the
Stepping into the library, students may Southeast corner of the commons.
ﬁnd themselves staring at the layout plans
“You’re here in the library and everyfor the new and improved research com- thing is here for you,” Paddick said.
mons on the ﬁrst ﬂoor.
According to the Dean of Brooks LiThe new research commons will offer brary, Patricia Cutright, the renovation
students new technology, a larger area for proposal was put together last spring.
projects, presentaThe
provost
tion rooms, extra
had the proposal
printers and even a
We are really giving the approved and also
W
new 50-inch plasma
helped to fund the
television.
students that one-stop for aca- new ARC.
The presentaThe tech fee of
demic success.
tion rooms will
$25,000 in conjuchave a new type of
tion with the prowhite board called
-COURTNEY PADDICK
vost is what providSMART
boards,
ARC Librarian
ed the funding for
which are interacthe new ARC plan.
tive and have mul“The new Acatiple uses.
demic
and
Research
Commons
in the liThe library will also have new MediaScape technology, which connects a brary will be much more convenient for
laptop to a monitor for quick and easy the students and a much more holistic
approach for assuring academic success,”
projection.
Additionally, there will be a total of six Cutright said.
The project began this past summer,
new printers to reduce confusion at printwith planning and ordering items and by
ing stations.
“We are really giving the students Oct. 24, all the equipment and furniture
that one-stop for academic success,” said should be in place.
By early Nov. everything is expected to
Courtney Paddick, academic and research
be fully functional.
commons librarian.
“By Nov. 4, everything should be online
On top of the new technology, the
research commons will provide students and operational,” Paddick said.
BY MICHAEL RIGGIN

Staff Reporter
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Improving Public Transit in Ellensburg
The City of Ellensburg announces two Open Houses to get feedback on
plans to improve public transit in the City. Please come and participate:

Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which student

editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold: to serve Central
Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students who are seeking a
career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, dependable information
to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the free debate of issues, ideas and
problems facing the community at large, and to be the best source for information, education and
entertainment news. As a training program, the Observer is the practical application of the theories
and principles of journalism. It teaches students to analyze and communicate information that is vital
to the decision making of the community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics,
values, and skills needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073.

Correction:
In the story titled “Poor air quality takes its toll” in the Oct. 11 issue, the concluding quote was
attributed to Robin Read, when junior Alex Smith was the person who actually said it.
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When:

October 23, 2012

Noon to 2:00 pm and 6:00 to 8:00 pm

Where:

Hal Holmes Center
209 N. Ruby Street
Ellensburg

Based on recommendations contained in a study presented in August,
2011, the City Council appointed a committee to explore options for
expanded public transit within the City limits. That committee has been
working for the past several months to define a transit future for Ellensburg.
Input and feedback from people in the City are needed. Two open houses are
planned. The Open Houses are an opportunity for residents of Ellensburg to
learn about the work to date and provide their opinions on the future of
public transit. Topics to be covered at the meeting will include:
•

What we have learned to date – a summary of the community
survey and information about other communities’ transit services

•

Service concepts for Ellensburg

•

Options to pay for transit in Ellensburg

•

Fares for transit service

•

Other thoughts from residents

The meeting will offer the opportunity to provide input on all topics.
There will be a brief overview of the work to date and discussion groups led
by members of the steering committee. Please attend and bring your ideas
and thoughts.

Please attend. Bring your ideas and thoughts.
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Coming out event unfolds heartfelt stories
BY ANDREW EVANS

Staff Reporter

Conor Sines, Wendy Bynum, Garret
Nelson, Kelsey Stone and Jason White
lined the panel table and shared their
coming out experiences.
As a straight ally to the queer community, Stone’s coming out story was a bit
different.
“I came from a small town where I
didn’t hear about that,” Stone said.
She reﬂected on the time her best
friend came out to her.
“It was something I could stand up for,
having a best friend come out to me and
be there for her as an ally.”
Most of the panelists came out to their
friends and family when they were in junior high or high school. Sines, a music
education major, was nearly a senior in
high school when he came out.
“I was at choir camp, which, I mean, I
guess that’s the best place to ﬁgure it out,”
Sines said.
He told his parents almost immediately.
“That was really helpful, because I knew
that was the hardest part, to come out to
your parents, that’s what everyone says.”
Coming out for many people can present a real challenge. Jason White, interim
director of Student Advising, was married to a woman and had a 2 year-old son
when he revealed his sexuality.
“It took a lot of tears, it took a lot of
pain, it took a lot of talking, it took a lot of
silence and for one, again, it took a lot of
time,” White said.
Being raised in a conservative Baptist
family, he said they had a hard time accepting him.
“Change for me has been pretty signiﬁcant,” White said. “My idea of gay was
all negative.”
When the panelists were asked about
their experiences at Central and in Ellensburg, they had mostly positive things
to say.
“Everyone’s been really friendly and
really accepting,” Sines said.

SANTOS HERRERA/OBSERVER

ONE LOVE Supporters promote a message of love after hosting the National Coming Out day held last Thursday in the SURC pit.
October is LGBT History Month.

Although most of the panelists agreed
that Ellensburg is accepting, they can also
agree it is not perfect.
“I’ve had a negative comment here and
there from a car driving by, which, I mean,
let’s be honest, they feel powerful because
they’re surrounded by a giant piece of
metal and they can drive faster than I can
run,” said Nelson, sophomore psychology
major.

According to Alex Ambrose, junior environmental science and political science
major, Central has been seeing a huge inﬂux of LGBT students.
“The community this year, it seems
like it has expanded substantially since last
year,” Ambrose said.
He estimated approximately 70 people
attend EQuAL’s weekly meetings which
take place Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in SURC

301.
The panelists various experiences show
there is still some misunderstanding and
miscommunication about alternative sexuality. White said losing fear and having
conversations provide an easier transition
to a more accepting local community.
“Why are we afraid to talk about it? I
feel like change doesn’t happen without
asking questions,” White said.

Referendum 74 ruffles a few feathers
mously voted to support the referendum,
following the example of the national
Democratic Party.
Washington voters will have a big deciReferendum 74 is not the ﬁrst legislasion to make on their ballot come Election tion to expand the civil liberties of the hoDay.
mosexual community in Washington state.
They must decide whether or not Senate Bill 5336 was approved through the
Washington will become the seventh-state legislature in 2007 and created a domestic
in the U.S. to recognize marriage between partnership registry within the state. Howcouples of the same sex.
ever, under bill 5336 provisions, only some
On June 6, opponent groups of same- of the rights afforded by traditional marsex marriages deriages were yielded
livered the 120,577
to domestic partnerIf you don’t like something ships.
signatures necessary
to place a voter ref- that’s your right. You don’t have
The push for
erendum on the balequal rights did not
lot. If voters reject to like it but it doesn’t give you end there. In 2008,
Referendum 74, the the power to stop it either
House Bill 3104 was
Senate Bill 6239,
passed and gave 170
-MATT BAIRD
which granted hoadditional rights and
President of College Democrats
mosexual
couples
responsibilities to dothe right to marry,
mestic partnerships.
would be overturned.
A year later, another bill was passed and
Matt Baird, president of College Dem- dubbed the “everything but marriage
ocrats, sophomore political science and bill.” Combined, these laws gave equal
economics major, explained that denying status to domestic partnerships but still did
people the right to vote is not the Ameri- not permit same-sex marriage.
can way.
Washington United for Marriage, a po“The American way is to treat people litical action committee for Referendum
equally,” Baird said. “If you don’t like 74, argues that although previous legislasomething, that’s your right. You don’t tions have moved Washington closer tohave to like it but it doesn’t give you the wards equality, it does not provide equal
status for domestic partnerships. On
power to stop it either.”
On campus, groups have taken sides their website, they refer to Connecticut
to inform other students about what the Supreme Court decision that mandated
impact of Referendum 74 would be. Cen- same-sex marriage in that state.
Justice Richard Palmer wrote in the
tral’s College Democrats Club has unani-

BY MATTHEW THOMPSON

Staff Reporter

“

“

Connecticut Supreme Court’s 2008 decision that even though there had been
more legislation to ensure equal rights for
same-sex partnerships, they still are not
granted the same rights as heterosexuals.
“Despite the truly laudable effort of
the legislature in equalizing the legal
rights afforded same sex and opposite sex
couples,” Palmer said.“There is no doubt
that civil unions enjoy a lesser status in our
society than marriage.”
Most active among the opposition
groups is Preserve Marriage Washington. PMW insists that if Referendum 74
is passed, it will effectively redeﬁne marriage and be harmful to society as a whole.
They contend that the group most at risk
is the children.
According to the PMW website, “By
encouraging men and women to marry,
society helps ensure that children will be
known by and cared for by their parents.”
Both sides enjoy a great deal of funding, but looking at the publicly disclosed
ﬁgures of funds raised by either side, it
becomes obvious that the numbers are on
the side of pro same sex-marriage.
The Public Disclosure Commission
website has the total funds raised for Referendum 74 at $10.9 million whereas the
amount raised against it are $1.8 million.
Money is not the only thing unbalanced
in these campaigns. They also differ in the
number of committees who back them.
PDC shows that seven committees
have raised and spent money for the cause
of passing Referendum 74 but only one

committee has raised and spent money
against the referendum.
Various polls revel that voters are almost equally divided on the decision.
Public Policy Polling asked 1,264 voters
whether or not same-sex marriages should
be legal and found that 49 percent believe
it should.

STUDENT OPINIONS
“I’m voting for it because it’s their
life and they can do what they
want.”
-John Lynch, senior safety and
health
“I plan on voting for referendum 74
because I’d like to get married.”
-Lynn Thompson, interdisciplinary
studies focus on gender studies,
senior
“I’ll probably vote for it because, I
mean, I feel like people should get
married to whoever they want to.”
-Emily Gross, sociology junior
“I believe everybody should have
equal rights.”
-Kristine Petersen, sophomore
psychology
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In loving memory of Susan Rancourt
Barto Hall honors former resident assistant with ceremony
BY CHANET STEVENSON

Scene Editor

On what would have marked her 56th
birthday, a memorial was dedicated to Ted
Bundy victim, Susan Rancourt, on Oct.
12, outside Barto Hall.
“We are honored today to celebrate
Susan’s life through this memorial,” said
James Gaudino, president of Central
Washington University.
At the time of her abduction in 1974,
Rancourt was a freshman at Central,
studying pre-med.
She was an avid jogger, who also tutored in German and science.
Though she had only been a student
for two quarters, Rancourt had applied to
be a residential assistant.
It was when she failed to show up for an
RA meeting when her roommate called to
report that she was missing. Her body was
found a year later.
The Susan Rancourt Memorial is located outside of Barto Hall, which is the
same residence hall Rancourt lived in at
the time of her death.
Designed by Studio Meng Strazza, a
Seattle based architectural design ﬁrm, the
memorial bench consists or four cement
seats, which lie in a curved formation with
the words “Susan Rancourt Memorial”
etched in between them.
The memorial began with a speech by
Gaudino, who welcomed the family members of Rancourt who were in attendance,
and emphasized how they would always
have a special place at Central.
He spoke of how Rancourt was a dedicated student, and also of how she had
helped sew badges onto police ofﬁcer uniforms during her time at Central.
Rancourt’s sister, Judy Zimmerman,

QUAN LAM/OBSERVER

MEMORIALIZED President James Gaudino gives a speech at the memorial for Susan Rancourt, a victim of serial killer Ted
Bundy in 1974. A bench was placed in front of Barto Hall in memory of life.

spoke next, explaining how she had helped
Rancourt move into her Barto Hall room
that fateful year.
With a tearful smile, she told the audience how excited Rancourt was to move
in, and how she loved being at Central.
“My family is thrilled you are honoring
her today,” Zimmerman said.
Zimmerman also explained how Cen-

tral’s campus had been extremely supportive of her family when they came to stay
following her sister’s disappearance.
They were not only able to stay in the
dorms, but were also given food vouchers
to use at the campus food court.
Following Zimmerman’s speech, attendees moved outside to view the new
memorial.

Richard DeShields, associate dean of
student living, began the ribbon cutting
ceremony.
He said Rancourt was a proud Wildcat,
Barto Hall resident, dedicated student,
daughter and friend to all.
Rancourt’s family members, including
her sister and mother, cut the ribbon and
immortalized her memory at Central.

Parade of flags signals the beginning of International Education Week
nose said. “I’m excited to be a part of it.”
Ichinose said he feels welcomed at Central and likes how beautiful it is.
“People are very kind and help me ﬁnd
International Education Week began
on Monday with a parade of ﬂags led by my way around, but my favorite thing
about this place are the energy drinks,”
members of Central’s marching band.
Participants started from the interna- Ichinose said.
Another student involved in the parade
tional building and circled around SURC.
The week is intended for students to was Vladmir Beletskiy, a senior in commucelebrate different cultures around the nication studies. With the help of family,
world, and even more so to encourage in- Beletskiy was able to get a Visa and move
teraction with the many international stu- to Kent from Ukraine about 10 years ago.
“I
feel
like
dents on campus.
the biggest culThe objective was
shock for me
to inform those that
I feel like the more we ture
was the waste of
may not know of
know about other cultures goods,” Beletskiy
other’s culture.
“We want to
and people, the less racism said. “I came from
a poor background,
bring
awareness
there will be.
so it was shockabout the world,
ing to see good
-VLADIMIR BELETSKIY
especially since we
food and furniture
have over 500 inCommunication Studies
thrown away.”
ternational students
In addition, Behere at Central,”
letskiy said he was
Moes said.
One of those students is Daiki Ichi- shocked by how much more secure he felt
nose, an international student from Japan here ﬁnancially, as well as how safe he felt.
Central has allowed him to grow and
majoring in Education. He hopes to become an English teacher and teach chil- learn about the world and feel like he is
truly educated.
dren in Japan.
“I feel that it is very important to learn
In his ﬁrst year at Central, Ichinose said
he’s enjoyed being involved in local activi- about the world and other people,” Beletsties.
kiy said. “I feel like the more we know, the
“This parade is quite interesting,” Ichi- less racism there will be.”
BY SANTOS HERRERA

News Editor

“

“

SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER

TRUE COLORS International students, led by members of Central’s band, proudly
wave their home flags during Monday’s international education week parade.

Thursday’s events for International Education Week
•

Modern music from around the world. 2-4 p.m. SURC 137 A&B

•

Irish dancing performance workshop. 4-5 p.m. SURC 137 A&B

•

International student singing competition. 5-9 p.m. Kim Khap Gems and Jewelery, 108 N. Main St., Suite 1

NEWS
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Campus community feels EQuAl love for everyone
BY ALEA THORNE

Staff Reporter

In 2006, Central was nominated in the
“Advocate College Guide for LGBT Students” as one of the top 100 gay-friendly
campuses out of 680 hopefuls.
Since then, Central has not ranked in
the Advocate College Guide, but according to Interim Director of Center for Diversity and Social Justice, Leah Shelton,
Central is still a gay-friendly university.
“There’s a lot here that we offer students who are gay or transgender; we provide them a safe space that they can come
SANTOS HERRERA/OBSERVER
to, though there are deﬁnitely issues that
COEXISTING EQuAl celebrates Gay Awareness month with attractions in the SURC.
are still present,” Shelton said.
Safe Space is one of the programs that
Central offers.
about their life and struggles.”
censor their identities.
It provides a supportive environment
“The programs and clubs are great and
The program teaches workshops on iswhere students and
sues in the gay com- are really trying to create a welcoming enfaculty can feel safe
munity and they fa- vironment to the gay community,” said
discussing
issues
A lot of times students cilitate activities that Nick Klein, junior computer science marelated to the gay,
jor. “But there is always going to be naralliances.
feel like they can’t trust other promote
lesbian,
bisexual,
Safe Space has row minded people who think otherwise
transgender and ally people because they have trained over 200 about the gay community and are hateful
population.
people and continues towards them,”
been hurt in the past.
Equality through Queers and Allies is
“A lot of times
to hold workshops
-LEAH SHELTON
students feel like they
that allow individu- another club on campus that promotes
Interim Director of CDSJ als to sign pledges to equality between the LGBT and straight
can’t trust other people because they have
take a stand against community. EQuAL works closely with
Safe Space offering activities,which probeen hurt in the past,” Shelton said.
sexuality discrimination.
They promote an environment where mote issues that the LGBT community
We provide a space where they can
build relationships and inevitably talk the LGBT community does not have to face on a daily basis.

“

“

They also do events during Pride Week
such as holding a parade to promote
LGBT rights and alliances. Their biggest
event each year according to Nikki Cook,
president of EQuAL, is the drag show in
May, which almost 1,000 people attended
last year. Cook feels a present issue at Central is micro-aggressions words or actions
which cause LGBT students to feel the
need to hide their identity.
“With educating individuals, we hope
we can overcome that,” Cook said.
Cook said it’s hard to compare Central
to other universities as it’s easy to say that
a school is liberal because they’re silent.
“People still get ‘fag’ written on their
cars and victimized Cook said. “It’s always
going to happen. What we need to do is
educate.”

EQuAl
Meeting time: Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Meeting place: SURC 301
www.facebook.com/CWUEQUAL

Gender neutral bathrooms result in split opinions
BY SARAH RUIZ

Staff Reporter

Students are torn on the question of
whether or not bathrooms should be gender neutral.
There are those who think it is only fair,
while other’s contend bathrooms should
remain separate.
With LGBT resources such as EQuAl
and the Center for Diversity and Social
Justice on campus, the school has ensured
the LGBT population has a voice.
Interest for gender neutral bathrooms
has been shown by various groups on
campus, including EQuAl, however, there
are no gender neutral bathrooms on campus, only bathrooms EQuAl has found are
less gender speciﬁc, such as “family” designated bathroom or single stalled unisex
bathrooms.
“I agree with gender neutral bathrooms because as a school we are pretty

diverse,” said freshman supply-chain management major Linh Le. “An experimental
week would be a great step in trying out
this new idea.”
Other students, however, partially disagreed about a gender neutral bathroom
experiment.
“I think it’s OK to do an experiment
week, but as far as what I believe bathrooms should be separated-males and
females should have privacy,” said Jesse
Zalk, freshman law and justice major.
In agreement with doing a trial run of
the gender neutral bathrooms, Sam Collins, sophomore undecided major said that
he doesn’t think the bathrooms would be
appropriate on a college campus.
“I think it’s okay to do an experiment
week, but as far as installing permanent
ones on a college, that could lead to more
problems,”Collins said. “On a college
campus, keep it male and female, the way
it has always been.”

According to a news release by Green
River Community College in Auburn, the
school experimented with gender-neutral
bathrooms for a week.
There were no additional bathrooms
built, but multi-stalled bathrooms were
transformed into genderless bathrooms.
Signs went up to announce the changes, and students who did not directly associate with any speciﬁc gender, or who were
comfortable using the toilet with anyone
else around, were allowed to use the bathrooms.
According to Lynn Thompson, senior
interdisciplinary studies major, statistics
show the most violence happens against
transgender women in bathrooms.
“I think every campus needs at least
one[bathroom],” Thompson said. “Given
this campus, it would be incredibly easy to
create gender neutral bathrooms without
changing a thing.”
Thompson referred to the number of

single-stalled bathrooms.
Gender neutral bathrooms could offer
a safe place for students who may feel uncomfortable using a particular bathroom.
These students can sometimes face discrimination from others, and by changing
bathrooms to gender-neutral, these types
of issues could be reduced.
“I think if we are going to be a truly
diverse and inclusive university, we need
gender neutral bathrooms,” said Leah
Shelton, Interim Director of Center for
Diversity and Social Justice.
According to Shelton, there are organizations and people at Central who work to
ensure everyone is treated fairly on campus. Shelton said she thinks the transgender population has been made out to be
invisible.
“One way to start solving that issue is
to be comfortable, having that dialogue,
some self-education and respecting people’s pronouns,” Shelton said.
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Separate
is not
equal
LGBT seeks
marriage
rights
We are in the midst of the biggest
marriage equality argument of the
century.
Referendum 74 is a divisive issue in
Washington State. It is on the November
ballot, and voters can decide if they want
to reverse the decision to allow gay marriage or keep it.
If it doesn’t get reversed, Washington
would remain one of the eight states to
pass legislation allowing gay marriage.
The others are New York, Connecticut,
Iowa, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maryland, Massachusetts and effective January 1, 2013, the District of Columbia.
Thirty-one states have constitutional
amendments banning gay marriage.
Marriage is a personal decision and
shouldn’t be dictated by the state. The
fact that two gay or lesbian people want
to get married should not bother people
as much as it seems to. Most people will
not be affected if the referendum doesn’t
pass.
No one is forcing anyone to attend
gay or lesbian weddings. Nobody’s lifestyle has to change if gay marriage is
legalized.
When a heterosexual couple gets
married, people outside of the wedding
don’t even know it happened. The same
would apply to an LGBT wedding.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people shouldn’t have to fight for
the right to be accepted in society. There
will always be people who oppose others’ lifestyles, just as people oppose other
races, despite neither being a person’s
choice. The only thing the LGBT community should be fighting for is the right
to marry.
It’s only a matter of time before gay
marriage is legalized. These same issues were brought up in the Civil Rights
Movement and during women’s suffrage.
Not so long ago, people were just as opposed to women voting as they are now
to gay people getting married.
Now, if you think women shouldn’t
vote, you’re living in the past. One day
soon, hopefully, that same logic will apply to gay rights.
The lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community are not asking for
special treatment, nor are they asking
modern society to change the rules. They
are simply hoping to be treated equally.
The thing is, love is good wherever it
is found, whether it be in a person of the
same or opposite sex.
Editorial Board: Danny Schmidt, Santos
Herrera, Jeanette Genson, Jayna Smith, Connor
Vanderweyst

OPINION

Editor-in-Chief//Danny Schmidt

More athletes must come out of closet
Professional sports have always been
a place where children could find role
models.
Popular athletes have made children
say, ‘I want to be like Mike,” and given
them skills to aspire to. But with 4 percent of Americans (according to researchamerica.org) associating themselves as
being gay, what do gay adolescents see
in athletics?
They see very few active athletes who
are openly gay.
While Hollywood
has given the impression that gay
children are often
uninterested
in
sports, this is not
true. Sports are a
worldwide pasttime, and frankly,
have nothing to
SARAH RUIZ
do with a person’s
Staff Reporter
sexual
orientation. But in sports,
where rough and tumble is the norm
and those who play these sports are expected to be manly, what would happen
if an athlete came out?
Former NFL cornerback Wade Davis
announced he was gay after leaving the
NFL. There were two female American
athletes in the London Olympics this
summer who were openly gay, but it still
is not enough. Americans need to be
able to accept gay athletes and not see
them as lesser than the competition.
The day needs to come where athletes do not feel scared to announce they
are gay.
I was put into sports before I could
talk. OK, exaggeration, but you get
what I mean. From a young age I experimented with dance, gymnastics, T-ball,
soccer and basketball. If there were fishing classes nearby, I’m sure I would have
been put into those too.
Many people have similar backgrounds as me. Sports, for many of
us, are a part of life. Sports are in our
schools, on our TV’s and there are magazines solely devoted to them. We see
sports everywhere. Children grow up
with sports, train with sports and those
who stick with them hope to achieve
greatness. So if 4 percent of Americans
are gay, and many of us have backgrounds in sports, it’s probably safe to
say there is an overlap. So why don’t we
see this in professional sports?

Dear Editor,

In 2011 it was reported in worldhunger.org that one in seven people
have food insecurity. Food insecurity is
when people don’t have secure access,
in socially acceptable ways, to the foods
needed for their health. About one-third
of the population in the U.S. goes without food.
We lose 70,000 acres of farmland per
year around the United States.
As Martin Luther King, Jr said:
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” This is why we as a
community, and as individuals, need to
come together to promote food justice
and make sure others do not go without
it. Oct. 24 is National Food Day.
There will be multiple events going on, including a game of Jeopardy.
There will also be a booth in the SURC
that will have a variety of information
on how you can help and promote
good, healthy food choices. Food Day

IN THE OPEN Megan Rapinoe, a midfielder for the U.S. women’s soccer team
was one of two U.S. olympians who were openly lesbian, along with Lisa Raymond.

Americans are making progress in
accepting different sexualities, or so I
hope. Whenever I see a commercial featuring same sex couples, I light up like a
little girl on Christmas morning. I want
equality for everyone, and I think America is getting there. But in my opinion,
American sports are still not equal.
Would Americans really care about
a gay athlete if they dominated their
sport? We have such diverse people in
professional sports, anyway. And if professional athletes came out, it would
make it OK for other levels of sports as
well. High school and college athletes
may find a role model, and feel more
comfortable being openly gay. If we as
a society make it acceptable to be an
openly gay athlete, the younger generations will feel safer coming out.
The word team means something on
its own, if you ask me. A team is a group
of people who share a common goal;
a background. Teammates often form
deep bonds with one another. I know
some of my closest friends throughout
childhood were my teammates. Being
part of a team is an automatic in. It’s
kind of like automatically having people
who have your back. Anyone who has

been in a locker room or on a long bus
ride knows how close you can become
with your teammates. I shared some of
my best secrets with the girls on my high
school golf team on our rides to matches. But I could never imagine having
to hide something like sexuality from a
team. Our teammates often become our
family, our closest friends.
I’m certain there are athletes out
there who do not come out simply because they are an athlete. Not because of
their family or friends, but because they
are athletes. Because their sport comes
first, and probably because they are uncertain what would happen if they announced they were gay. It’s awful.
Athletes will always have my utmost
respect. They spend more time training
than I spend doing any multiple of my
favorite things combined. Expect maybe
sleep. I’m a big fan of sleeping.
So to see athletes train and devote
their whole lives to their sport is exceptional to me. Your sport becomes your
life and I hate the fact that America is
not at the point where some feel their
sexuality has to be hidden for them to be
comfortable as a great athletes.

will also provide other important information, such as how to prepare healthier
foods.
Also, look out for a survey that will
allow you to talk about your feelings on
the food on campus and what you’d like
to see change.
There is a community garden in Ellensburg that is available for people to

use and grow healthy veggies and local
fruit. There will be a gathering at the
Hal-Holmes Center on the same day,
from 6-8 p.m. where people can meet local farmers and taste healthy, local food.

Dear Readers,

--Angelina Rosales
Junior, pre-nursing public health

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on
current issues. Please include your full name and university affiliation: year
and major, degree and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please email your letters
to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Sunday. The Observer
reserves the right to reject or edit for style and length. All letters become
property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Patton plays to the crowd
Veteran comedian leaves homecoming audience in stitches
Staff Reporter

“

“

SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER

FUNNY MAN Patton Oswalt entertained a packed SURC ballroom for Homecoming

allowed to drain your youth.”
Cadbury snack to the salad of his meal,
Experience was on Oswalt’s side how- because he followed it with a bowl of
ever. It was clear that he was a veteran of Ravioli.
the stage and the
The crowd incrowd was putty
teracted well with
in his hands. Evas he freLook at all of you. Young Oswalt
ery bit and punch
quently stopped
fresh and hopeful. Whoever has between bits, askline was met with
hysterical laughthe lowest GPA here, I should be ing students in the
ter from the audiaudience about
allowed to drain your youth
ence.
their majors and
B r a n d o n
career paths. OsHackman, senior
walt laughed at
-PATTON OSWALT
exercise science
himself a number
Comedian
major, was pleasof times, stating
antly surprised by
that everyone he
Oswalt’s standup
was calling on in
performance.
the front row was positively contributing
“I have only seen him on ‘King of to society, while he just gets “paid to talk
Queens’ the TV show and I have always about my dick for money.”
wanted to see his standup comedy,” HackOswalt professionally handled an older
man said. “I was not sure what to expect, gentleman who stood up a few times to
but he was hilarious.”
put in his two cents and heckle the veteran
Oswalt’s set continued with quips comedian. Easily brushing off the interabout his own imperfections, such as ruption, Oswalt made a joke out of the
his eating habits and weight. Telling the situation and continued to put stitches in
crowd about a snack he recently had of the crowd’s sides.
tapioca pudding.
The performance ended with a stand“Hold on it gets worse,” said Oswalt. ing ovation for Oswalt. He thanked the
“Then I threw in a handful of Cadbury homecoming crowd for “being so cool” as
eggs on top.”
he walked off to whistles, cheers and apOswalt compared this Tapioca and plause.

“

“

comedies.
Keeping the crowd engaged and howling along, Sheen explained that from his
Approximately one hour until show own experience in the Seattle area, “gay
time, the line was already wrapped around men have the best yard sales” because it
the top ﬂoor of the SURC and down the is a great place to pick up a “duvet cover”
stairs. Students and community waited and other nice household items.
amidst mufﬂed buzz and murmurs for co“I do not like lesbian yard sales,” Sheen
median Patton Oswalt to take the stage in said. “They just have lots of dream catchthe Ballroom Saturday night.
ers and wolf T-shirts.”
The stage was encased in violet and red
Sheen ended his set with a bit about
lighting as the crowd quickly shufﬂed in, how terrible and painful it would be if
trying to ﬁnd the best available seating.
men were allowed to choose their own peSeattle comenis size. The SURC
dian Garrett Sheen
Ballroom howled
took the stage ﬁrst
I have only seen him on and whistled for
to warm up the auSheen as he introKing of Queens the TV show duced Oswalt and
dience for Oswalt
with a short set of
and I have always wanted to exited the stage.
hard hitting laughs.
The ballroom
see his standup comedy. I was erupted
Sheen started his
as Oswalt
set with a story
not sure what to expect, but climbed on stage.
about his recent
After a few minhe was hilarious
trip to Victoria,
utes Oswalt had to
BC. He claimed
hush the crowd so
the Netﬂix in his
he could actually
-BRANDON HACKMAN
hotel room was
begin his set.
Senior exercise science major
racist: after watch“Look at all of
ing “Planet of the
you,” Oswalt said
Apes,” he was given
while scanning the
a series of movie recommendations from crowd. “Young, fresh and hopeful. WhoNetﬂix which were all African-American ever has the lowest GPA here, I should be
BY BEN NEWBY
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BY Margaux Massey

Staff Reporter

Every year at Central Washington University, homecoming week invokes some
age-old traditions. One of these traditions
is the Mr. and Ms. Central talent show.
This event showcases a person of each
gender from participating residence halls.
The talents tend to be mostly musical,
with the occasional performance in other
categories. The event this year drew a decent crowd, even if many attendees left
after seeing their friends perform.
The night started off with the introduction of the two emcees for the evening,
Kyle McCrossin, junior middle level math
and science education major, and SJ Kay,
sophomore business major. Both of the
emcees were well-received by the audience, although their puns earned them a
few groans.
Al-Monty
The first two performers were Mr. and
Ms. Al-Monty: Briana Eddy and Tim
Mitchell. Eddy opened up the show with
an instrumental piano piece. Mitchell followed and wowed the crowd with his propane tank drum, playing both an original

Residential Royalty

piece and “Under the Sea” from “The
Little Mermaid.”
“I think [Mitchell] was the best act because he had the most unique talent of the
night. I had never even heard of a tank
drum before,” said Cole Pogson, senior
law and justice and sociology major.
Anderson
Next up was Ms. Anderson, Christine
Heslet. She showed off her pipes by singing Christina Aguilera’s “Mercy on Me”
while accompanied by a friend on the guitar.
Barto
Mr. and Mrs. Barto were up next, starting off with Mickey Martin shredding it on
the electric guitar, before playing “Dead as
Yesterday” by Zakk Wylde on the acoustic.
Following his two solo songs, he played
backup to Ms. Barto, Maile Gagner. Gagner also played guitar and sang “Fix You”
by Coldplay. The performance earned
her a marriage proposal shouted from the
crowd and a comment from one of the
emcees that gave the crowd quite a laugh.
“I’ve never seen anyone be an opening
act for themselves,” McCrossin said, referring to the fact that Martin played solo before he played with Gagner.
Beck
The students received a break from all
the music when Mr. Beck, Cole Frampton, took the stage and had the audience
laughing with his comedy routine. Wearing short shorts and a Hawaiian shirt, he
made jokes about Beck Hall, comparing it
to Barto before stopping short and laughing about how he was from Beck and all
they really had was brick.
Ms. Beck, Marie Turner brought back
the music by showing off her dancing skills
to the song “Warzone” by The Wanted.
Ishanti Sanders, Ms. Davies, shared
her voice with the song “Fairytale” by
Sara Bareilles and had McCrossin wishing
someone would sing him fairytales before
he went to sleep at night.
Hitchcock
Sami Ruiz, representing Hitchcock

Hall, pulled a few heartstrings when she
played piano and sang Christina Perri’s “A
Thousand Years.”
Kamola
Ms. Kamola, Sina Bigelow, managed
to combine music and comedy with her
air band rendition of the classic Lipps
Inc. song, “Funky Town.” Mr. Kamola,
Glendal Correa, accompanied by a friend,
played a short piano piece that he added
some beat boxing to at the very end, before stopping mid-note and triumphantly
walking off stage.
Meisner
Mr. Meisner, Jacob Hibbard, had female audience members screaming when
he sang “You Found Me” by The Fray
while a friend played guitar for him. After
him, Ms. Meisner, Amanda Lynn, floored
members of the crowd by singing “I’m
Here” from the musical “The Color Purple,” getting an emotional response from
many.
Moore
Mr. Moore, Alan Martin, got emcee
Kay off topic on the subject of kilts and
men with accents when he played the piano and sung the George Michael song “I
Can’t Make You Love Me.” He was followed by Ms. Moore, Kat Huckins, who
brought back the nineties with the song
“Can’t Fight The Moonlight.”
Quigley
Mr. Quigley, Roger Schuettke, gave
the crowd another good laugh with his
original song about Quigley Hall, in
which he made fun of Barto (a common
theme for the night) and got great crowd
participation. Ms. Quigley, Kirstyn Pearson, brought a country feel to the night
when she played guitar and sang the song
“Trailer for Rent” by the Pistol Annies.
Sparks
Mr. Sparks, Andrew Stebor, played
a few short pieces on the piano, along
with some comedic paper holding from a
friend. Ms. Sparks, Emily Moffitt, was yet
another performer to sing and play guitar,
serenading the crowd with the Miranda

create a fake film production for the
Americans to use as an alibi, as if they
were in the foreign nation simply for business with the entertainment industry rather than the American government. Their
plan, though novel and effective, doesn’t
make the rescue process any easier.
Though Affleck obviously shows his
acting talent in the film, it is his skill as
a director that really shines. Through the
use of fluid pacing and grim imagery,
“Argo” does a truly fantastic job of establishing a rising tension which continually
builds until the film’s conclusion. Any fan
of thrilling films should experience over a
dozen finely crafted nail-biter moments.
Affleck and screenwriter Chris Terrio
even do a decent job of staying true to
political and historical details. The majority of the film successfully displays the
Iranian hostage crisis as not a simple black
and white affair, as many American media

sources surely did at the time. That being
said, the historical backdrop of “Argo” is
also a bit of its downfall.
Though Affleck and his crew have put
together a genuinely well-made film with
a welcome attention to political detail,
the thrilling rush of the main storyline
eventually makes it neccesary to the historical truth. Especially toward the end of
the film, the filmmakers tend to point to
a group of people as if they are the sole
cause of the issue at hand.
Terrio is without a doubt aware of the
complexity of the historical situation he
is exploring, otherwise he wouldn’t have
bothered to include any background on
the Iranian revolution or the reasons for
the attack on the American Embassy.
Yet, in the excitement of building suspense and crafting a well-made screenplay, the respect given to these complexities unfortunately hits the back burner.

SCENE

Lambert song “Gunpowder and Lead.”
Student Village
Reiko Kobayashi-Wagner showed up as
Ms. Student Village and sang and danced
to a Japanese song played by a friend.
Sue-Lombard
Jessica Post and Erin Brink teamed up
for Ms. Sue-Lombard and together did a
piano and guitar duet of the song “I See
The Light” from “Tangled.”
Wendell Hill
The performances of the night ended
with Ms. Wendell Hill Hall, MJ Etheredge, who sang the night to a close with
the song “Titanium” by David Guetta.
Winners
After a bit of deliberating from the
judges, the winners were announced,
with Mr. Central being Mr. Barto, Mickey
Martin. The title of Ms. Central went to
Ms. Meisner, Amanda Lynn.
“I always look forward to this time of
year so I can see how the students sparkle
and shine,” said Kay McCrossin, an annual attendee. “I’m always amazed by the
talent Central residence halls have and
love the fact that we can showcase it.”

Argo is a go:
movie buff
grades
Affleck’s
new flick
BY Jeffrey alan cote

Contributing Writer

On Nov. 4, 1979, inspired by a complex, abusive and often violent political
history between the United States and
Iran, a large group of protesters stormed
the American embassy in Tehran and
took more than 50 diplomats hostage.
During the takeover, six Americans
were able to escape and seek refuge in the
residence of the Canadian Ambassador to
Iran.
Director and actor Ben Affleck’s new
film “Argo” explores the unique efforts
made to rescue the group of six.
Affleck stars as Tony Mendez, a CIA
specialist who coordinates a plan with a
duo (Hollywood filmmakers John Goodman and Alan Arkin) to get the six diplomats home safely. The three of them

His attempts to create an objective film
are noble, but it is a shame that they didn’t
extend further.
With any film set during a tumultuous
political or historical climate, one must be
both thorough and fair. Otherwise, any efforts could end up feeling somewhat uneven.
In general, “Argo” is well-made enough
for most people to ignore any such faults
in the screenplay. Since Affleck and Terrio at least attempt to offer some amount
of objectivity, even the most hardcore cinematic pessimist could potentially waver
to the film’s strength. This alone speaks
to the achievement that has been attained
here.

Grade: B+
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Wild wild Wellington

Annual homecoming event rallies central students
taking on Western Washington University
while the Central football team would be
Staff Reporter
taking on Simon Fraser.
It wasn’t the typical view of the SURC
The game was the football team’s ﬁrst
Pit last Wednesday evening: couches were true home game, as the two before it had
replaced by a crowd of cheerleaders, a to be relocated to the westside due to the
marching band blocked the entrance to air quality in Ellensburg.
the Recreation Center and swarms of
“We want the event to help students
Central Washington University students understand the role of CWU recreation,”
cheered in unison.
Vice President Furstenwerth said of the
While not a traditional bonﬁre, Wel- event’s goals.
lington’s Wildﬁre managed to get many
Normally, the event is held outside with
students excited for homecoming.
a massive bonﬁre. However, due to the
“It’s the big kickoff of Homecoming current burn ban, the event had to occur
weekend,” said Kelsey Furstenwerth, vice without the bonﬁre. This didn’t deter Furpresident for Student Life and Facilities stenwerth from setting the atmosphere.
and a senior family and consumer sciences
“There will still be a ceremonial ﬁreeducation major.
place lighting,” Furstenwerth said. TV sets
The event began at 6:00 p.m., with free in the SURC were set to showing a video
refreshments and hot dogs offered by the of a bonﬁre on loop, and a giant curtain
Rec Center.
was removed to show the SURC ﬁreplace
The Wildﬁre was partially sponsored lit and burning brightly.
by 88.1 The Burg, who immediately got
After the rally in the pit ended, students
the party started with music and give- moved outside to the patio to enjoy free
aways as well as a live DJ.
refreshments and another performance
The festivities kicked into high gear at by the marching band. Rather than play
about 6:45 p.m. when the Central March- the traditional ﬁght song, the band played
ing Band made
more
modern
their
entrance,
hits, such as Lady
overshadowing the
Gaga’s “Bad RoWe want the event to mance,” in order
usual background
noise of the SURC
help students understand to entertain the
with
pounding
roughly 100 people
the role of CWU recreation.
drums and trumpet
in attendance.
blasts.
“It got kind of
“Everyone was
crazy
at times,”
-KELSEY FURSTENWERTH
already pumped,
said
Rebekah
Vice President for Student Life
we just helped
Schoonover, a sethem out,” said
nior theater major
Nick Maupoux, a
who was handing
member of the band and a senior music out free soda at the event.
education major. “The energy level was
Lines for the food and drinks quickly
really high.”
grew, and by 7:15 p.m. the hot dogs were
As the band led enthused students in out.
the ofﬁcial Central ﬁght song, dance and
“We went through a whole 800 hot
cheerleading teams took center stage, dogs,” Furstenwerth said. “Even after I
along with Wellington Wildcat, to show bumped up the order from 600 last night.”
the student body what they could do.
Once the hot dogs were out, students
“When students get involved, it makes slowly began to leave as the band ended
it more fun,” said Katie Turnbull, junior its show.
psychology major and member of the
Although it was scheduled to last until
cheerleading team. “We always try to get 9 p.m., the SURC once again looked norpeople excited, and I feel like we did that mal by 8 p.m., with couches back in place
tonight.”
and students on their way to get late night
At the height of the event, the Cen- food or walking back to their dorms.
tral volleyball and football teams got up
“It was a lot of fun,” said Chris Multo try and encourage students to get out horn, senior law and justice major who atand support them during their homecom- tended the event.. “The band being super
ing games. The volleyball team would be loud got my blood ﬂowing,”
BY DEREK SHUCK

FREE

Comedy Show!

“

“

SUNDAY
October 28th
7:30 pm
SURC Theater

An All Campus Event

Comedian

Gordon Douglas
Don’t miss out
on your chance
to LAUGH!

Sponsored by
Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County

(509) 925-2273
ww w.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org

NICK SNYDER/OBSERVER

GOT SPIRIT? Above: Central’s marching band and cheer squad pep up the crowd
Below: Students gather in the SURC pit for annual Wellington’s Wildfire
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New girl in town

PHOTO COURTESY OF DARBY COX

SMILE Darby Cox recently moved to
Ellensburg.
BY LISA CUMMINS

Staff Reporter

Military daughter Darby Cox, junior
public relations major, has never had one
place to call home, but she is trying her
hardest to make Central Washington University that one place.
“I thought maybe when I moved here
that I’d be kind of overwhelmed with the
different place, but I’m doing good so far,”
Cox said.
Cox has spent the majority of her life
traveling around the world and has quite
the story to tell.

Cox chose to come to Central after
spending four years in Fairbanks deciding
on a major. She realized music business is
her passion, and called Elizabeth Kerns,
head of public relations, asking her why
she should come here.
“[Kerns] was amazing and talked to
me about twice a week for the next six
months and answered all my questions,”
Cox said. “She made me feel like this was
a great place with a lot of good opportunities.”
Alaska did not offer the opportunities
Cox was looking for in her education.
“I was getting really comfortable being
a park ranger,” Cox said, “and it was starting to worry me because I knew that music
is the industry I really want to be in, but I
could see myself being a park ranger for
the rest of my life.”
Cox is already a public relations major,
but she is planning to focus on music business. She’s basically creating her own degree because Central doesn’t have a music
business degree.
During her junior year in high school,
Cox had an online music magazine which
she ran with someone else from her
school. The magazine was on MySpace
and reached a lot of people.
“That was probably the best three years

Floats for votes
Voter registration campaign ends on a high note

BY JOE COLUCCIO

Staff Reporter

The SURC came alive last Monday as
the Central Washington University BOD
and Washington Students Association
(WSA) worked to get students registered to
vote in the upcoming November election.
The goal was to register 500 students to
vote by the end of the day. As motivation
for unregistered students, the CWU BOD
and WSA handed out root beer ﬂoats as
part of their “Floats for Votes” voter registration campaign.
“Voting is your civic duty,” said Rebekha Shoonover, vice president of ﬁnance for the WSA. “It’s your right as an

American citizen. A lot of people our age
in other countries don’t necessarily have
that same right.”
The groups have been setting up tables in the SURC for the past two weeks,
as well as hosting events and speaking to
groups of students. Members of the WSA
have met with several groups and clubs afﬁliated with the university, including the
Air Force ROTC, and have presented in
multiple classrooms.
“Yesterday (Monday) was the last day,”
said Jackie Sperlich, Vote Coordinator
with the WSA. “So the thing we wanted to
do was build excitement and make sure we
had everybody who had been maybe putting it off, ‘cause it’s just a piece of paper

of my life because that’s exactly what I
wanted to do,” Cox said.
She also interviewed a few well-known
bands such as All Time Low, Every Time
I Die and Streetlight Manifesto.
“I think All Time Low would probably
be the biggest band we interviewed, in the
sense of like, people knowing who they
are,” Cox said.
Cox was enrolled in one class when she
arrived at Central, so the day before classes started was when she got to sign up for
her other three. Cox said she was not used
to being that unorganized with school so
she found the endeavor a bit frustrating.
“I was worried that maybe I made the
wrong choice, but everything worked out,”
Cox said.
When a student is from out-of-state,
their advisor’s job is to make them feel
comfortable about moving here.
“We try to be ﬂexible and can tailor
the program to her needs,” Kerns said.
“It was through my conversations with her
that I saw a spark and knew she was serious about coming here.”
Back in Alaska, Cox would run to the
nearby mountains for an escape from
life. The hiking areas around here are far
away, so when she wants to do the Manastash hike, she has to plan a day trip for

that outing.
Tour and band management is Cox’s
dream job. She doesn’t want to go into an
industry that she knows is failing in some
aspects, such as CD sales.
“If I am going into this, I have to realize that so many artists and bands are independent nowadays and don’t need big
record labels helping them out,” Cox said.
She wants to be the person that gets the
tours going and promotes the artists themselves once they’re really big and don’t
have time to make their own ﬂyers.
Cox has been hounding the campus activities department about having a concert
board on campus. In Fairbanks, they had
a student concert board of about ﬁve or
six students and an academic advisor.
It was the board’s responsibility to
bring comedic acts and bands to play on
campus for the beginning of school kickoff festivals. Cox is trying to push for a
concert board here because she thinks it’s
a great idea.
“I bet we would have a lot of volunteers and people that would love to help
put a show together,” Cox said. “So that’s
my big project that I want to accomplish
before the quarter is over. If anyone ever
wants to help me with that, just let me
know.”

and no one likes paperwork.”
Students poured into the SURC with
promises of root beer ﬂoats, and left with
the ability to have a say in November’s
upcoming election. Upon arrival, students
were greeted with an ice-cold ﬂoat and a
gang of peppy volunteers on a mission to
inform. When it was all said and done, the
group registered over 50 new voters, surpassing expectations with a total of 706.
“Our direct competition is Eastern
(EWU),” Sperlich said. “That’s who we’ve
been trying to compete against and [who]
we’ve been going back and forth with [in
terms of] numbers. So we’ll know Wednesday if we beat them. I think we have.”
The CWU BOD and WSA are planning to host a forum the week of Oct. 22.
There, students will be able to ask questions of representatives for a variety of
different political candidates and referendums.
“The goal of the education is to allow
students to make informed decisions without us telling them who to vote for,” said

Brianne Wood, Vice President of legislative affairs at CWU BOD. “We facilitate
and inform, not tell people to vote one
way or another.”
On Nov. 5th and Election Day (Nov.
6th), students will be able to go to room
137 in the SURC and cast their votes online. This is being put on by CWU BOD
ofﬁce in partnership with Kittitas County.

Future Election Events:

Election Assistance Center
Nov. 5 from 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Nov. 6 from 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
SURC 137 A&B
Election Night Bash
Nov. 6 at 7 p.m.
SURC Pit
Light refreshments and minute-by-minute
results will be available for all attendants.

Do you want your
message to reach
CWU students
staff & faculty
members?

ADVERTISE HERE!
Call 963-1095
to learn more!
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Bookstore
hosts unique
clubs
BY JOIE SULLIVAN

Staff Reporter

Located in downtown Ellensburg, Pearl
Street Books offers a selection of books,
clubs and a quiet place to study.
“It’s a small town bookstore,” said Michele Bradshaw, the owner of Pearl Street
Books downtown. “I know everybody, and
could spend two hours talking to people.”
Bradshaw has only been the owner for
a year and has already made long-lasting
connections with her loyal customers. The
store has only two other employees besides
the owner.
Upstairs, a large, intricate table is reserved for small groups to hold book clubs.
The clubs are independently run, and
each one reads across a wide range of
genres, from mystery to historical ﬁction.
There are currently nine different clubs
that meet at the bookstore.
Bradshaw says she acts as the “go-between person” for those interested in joining a book club. Students interested in a
club are instructed to call the store so that
she can “customize the book club to ﬁt
their needs.” The bookstore offers a “book
club punch card,” where buying 10 books
earns you one for free. Customers are also
encouraged to start their own book clubs
with friends.

PHOTO COURTESY OF INGRIDMURANE.COM

There are also two knitting groups that
meet in the bookstore, and live musicians
will sometimes play during “First Friday”
art walks.
Downstairs showcases shelves of books,
complete with “Fifty Shades of Grey,” to
historical non-ﬁction about central Washington, and the latest from local authors.
These include “Tatiana” written by
17-year-old Ellensburg native Camille Lagron, and “How I Came to Sparkle Again”
by Kaya McLaren, a teacher in nearby
Easton. Both authors will be holding signings this fall at the bookstore: McLaren on
Oct. 27 and Lagron on Nov. 23.
In the back of the store, a large room

hosts children’s books. There’s also a large
pile of stuffed animals underneath the
stairs that lead up to the room used for
book clubs.
“We sell a lot of kids books,” Bradshaw
said.
The store is also famous for its affordable prices on classic novels, used
frequently by Douglas Honors students
as well as AP English students from Ellensburg High School. The books are unabridged, and range from anywhere from
one to four dollars.
However, Pearl Street Books doesn’t
just sell books, the store also showcases
handmade quilts made by Ellensburg lo-

cal Sue Morrison and artwork by Tom
Pickerel.
Near the back of the store, a shelf is
always kept in stock of Market Spice and
Yorkshire brand teas, as well as cups and
teapots. They also sell a wide variety of
gifts for travelers passing through.
“I get at least two customers a day from
out of the country, and always someone
from Canada,” Bradshaw said. “People
stop on the way east to see what’s new.”
Bradshaw is currently reading “The
Time In Between” by Maria Duenas,
which is about the Spanish Civil War. She
also recommends the novel “Blind Your
Ponies” by Stanley Gordon West.
“It’s not about horses,” Bradshaw said
with a smile. The store has sold hundreds
of copies of the book. “You’ll just have
to come in and ask me what it’s about,”
Bradshaw added.
For college students, she also recommends the book “F in Exams” by Richard
Benson. “They might get a laugh out of
it.”
Pearl Street Books is located downtown
on the corner of Pearl Street and 5th Avenue, across from the Clymer Museum of
Art. They are open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.. They can be reached at (509)925-5678.

Store Hours: M-F 10 a.m - 6
p.m., and Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Phone: (509) 925-5678
Address: 421 North Pearl Street

T H E
S C O O p
37th Annual

Holiday Arts & Crafts Festival

Great prices & flexibility for student vendors!
Take advantage of this
fundraising opportunity
for your student club or
organization. Individual
student vendors welcome!
Join more than 50 talented
Northwest artists in offering
holiday shoppers a variety of
handcrafts, fine art & treats in
this annual juried show.

Student Union Building
Thursday, Nov. 29
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 30
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 1
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For details about rates and jury process, and to apply:
509.963.3315 || warefair@cwu.edu || Visit SURC 274
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: 509-963-1691 or CDS@cwu.edu

Oct. 19

Oct. 20

CENTRAL CELLO CELEBRATION RECITAL
MCINTYRE MUSIC BUILDING
7 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE

SWING CATS CLUB DANCE
JAZZERCISE BUILDING
LESSON AT 6:30 P.M./DANCE AT 7 P.M.
SINGLE $8
COUPLES $12
GENERAL $15

Oct. 23

Oct. 23

BECOME A PROFESSIONAL
WORKSHOP SERIES
BLACK HALL 201
4 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE
GENERAL $15

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH FILM SERIES
“WASTE LAND”
DEAN HALL 104
7 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE
GENERAL $15

Oct. 24

Oct. 24

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH:
PLANNING AND PREPARING
FOR GRADUATE SCHOOL
BLACK HALL 150
3 P.M.

OKTOBERFEST
HOLMES HALL
4:30 P.M.
$12.50 + TAX

Oct. 25

Oct. 25

CWU JOB, INTERNSHIP AND GRADUATE
SCHOOL FAIR
SURC BALLROOM
11 A.M.
STUDENTS FREE
GENERAL $15

REEL ROCK INTERNATIONAL FILM TOUR
SURC BALLROOM
7:35 P.M.
STUDENTS AND MEMBERS $8
GENERAL $12
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DIESEL Senior running back Demetrius Sumler makes a move against a Simon Fraser defender after eluding the first defender during the Wildcats’ 51-10 win on Saturday.
Sumler had a career day, rushing for more than 200 yards and five touchdowns.

Wildcats deport the Clan in blowout
Staff Reporter

After a game which featured stellar
play on both sides, the Wildcat football
team had a lot to celebrate following their
51-10 homecoming victory over Great
Northwest Athletic Conference foe, Simon Fraser.
The player of the day in Saturday’s
game was senior running back Demetrius
Sumler, who ﬁnished with 226 rushing
yards and ﬁve touchdowns. Sumler, who
leads the conference in rushing scores, tied
the school record for single-game touchdowns previously held by Pat Patterson
and Corky Bridges.
“The O-line did a great job opening
the holes, and I think me and Todd did a
great job of ﬁnding them,” Sumler said.
There was more reason to be happy
about the game for Central: it was the
Wildcats’ ﬁrst home game of the season,
which happened to be homecoming, in
the wake of bad air conditions from the
wildﬁre.
Senior quarterback Ryan Robertson was among many that were glad to
be back at Tomlinson Stadium with the
home atmosphere.
“It’s a huge boost. During pregame
when the band ﬁnally got out here,” Robertson said. “Everybody had a little extra
‘oomph’ in their step.”
Just three minutes into the game, it was

Sumler who ﬁrst sparked the offense after
Third down conversions were a key
he punched in for a one-yard score four point in head coach Blaine Bennett’s
minutes into the game, then made a 47- game plan. The Wildcats performed well
yard touchdown three minutes later.
in that aspect, converting ﬁve of their 10
“As a bigger back, I pride myself on not third downs, one of which came on a third
getting taken down by just one man in the and 14 when Robertson connected with
secondary,” Sumler said.
senior Anthony Spain for a 30-yard gain.
Sumler’s
size
Coming into the
helped him rack
game, Simon Fraup over 100 rushser was averaging
As a bigger back, I pride 45 points a game
ing yards before
the end of the ﬁrst
GNAC play. Premyself on not getting taken in
quarter. He wasn’t
venting them from
down by just one man in the doing the same on
the only Wildcat
plowing his way
Saturday was a fosecondary.
through Simon Fracus point for Ben-DEMETRIUS SUMLER
ser’s defense. Freshnett and Central’s
Senior running back
man Jordan Todd
defense.
also ran for 134
“We deﬁnitely
yards and scored a
wanted to come
touchdown in the fourth quarter.
out today and show them we’re here to
In a game where Central only passed play,” said junior linebacker Stan Lanthe ball 18 times, there wasn’t really much glow. “Coming into it we knew they’re
pressure on Robertson. In fact, Central the number one offense in the conference,
did not have a passing attempt until their and defensively our goal was to shut them
third drive of the game, with roughly ﬁve down in the ﬁrst half.”
minutes left in the ﬁrst quarter.
The defense was able to do just that.
“Any time we can run the ball like that, During the ﬁrst half, Simon Fraser was
I’m not called for third and long situations unable to reach the red zone and CWU’s
or anything like that,” Robertson said. defense only let them convert one of their
“It’s usually a ﬁrst and ten, or a third and seven third downs.
ﬁve.”
Simon Fraser was ﬁnally able to get on
Robertson was 10 for 15 passing, with the board with a ﬁeld goal on their ﬁrst
114 total yards, a touchdown, and an in- drive of the second half. After a three-andterception.
out by the CWU offense, SFU sophomore

“

“

BY CHACE DAV Y

quarterback Trey Wheeler threw a 44yard pass to sophomore wide receiver Lemar Durant on the only play of that drive.
After Simon Fraser scored 10 points, the
Wildcat defense held SFU to only one ﬁrst
down for the rest of the game.
The Wildcats are in ﬁrst place in the
GNAC, with a 5-1 conference (5-2 overall).
“We’re holding our own destiny right
now,” Langlow said. “Ultimately we want
to be able to win out. If we can win out,
we’ll keep that ﬁrst place spot.”
CWU has four games left in the season,
all of which are against conference opponents. Central’s next two games are on
the road in California. The ﬁrst is against
Azuza Paciﬁc, who they beat 41-17 in
their previous matchup this year.
“It’s really a different team than you
faced the ﬁrst time,” Bennett said. “Usually they’re doing some different things.
Preparing for Azuza down at Azuza will
be quite a bit different than preparing for
Azuza at Pop Keeney.”

Central Washington
single-game touchdown leaders
Rank

1.
2.
3.

Player

TD

Demetrius Sumler 5
Pat Patterson
5
Corky Bridges
5
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‘Cats have nine lives

®

Named
“Best Student
Checking” by
MONEY® Magazine,
October 2012

CINDY GAMBOA/observer

Visit the on-campus U.S. Bank branch located
at the Student Union Building to open an account today.

SMASHED Redshirt junior outside hitter Emmy Dolan spikes the ball past two Western Oregon defenders during Thursday’s victory.
BY SCOTT HERMAN

Staff Reporter

An ATM fee saved is a
grande no-foam vanilla
skim latte earned.
College is full of lessons, and
U.S. Bank can help you with the financial
ones–like getting 4 free non-U.S. Bank
ATM transactions every statement cycle.1
Start college a step ahead with
U.S. Bank Student Checking.

Student Checking

Online & Mobile Banking2

Financial Education

branch
usbank.com/studentchecking
800.771.BANK (2265)
1. A surcharge fee will be applied by the ATM owner, unless they are participating in the MoneyPass® network. 2. Standard carrier
rates apply. Web access is needed to use Mobile Banking. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC.
©2012 U.S. Bank. All rights reserved.
From MONEY Magazine, October 2012 © 2012 Time Inc. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license.
MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank.

Senior outside hitter Marcy Hjellum
and the rest of Central’s frontline dominated the nets in two crucial matches at
Nicholson Pavilion last week.
The Wildcats swept all six sets in both
matches, trouncing Western Oregon 2521, 25-18, 25-15 and St. Martin’s University 25-17, 25-20, 25-19.
The wins improved CWU’s overall record to 14-4, while placing them atop the
Great Northwest Athletic Conference in
a first place tie with Western Washington
University at 8-1. Central has now won
nine matches and is now ranked 21st nationally.
The first match took place on Thursday night, playing an 11-4 Western Oregon squad in front of a spirited Wildcat
crowd. Central and Western Oregon traded points at the beginning of the first set.
From there on the Wildcats floored it with
Hjellum at the wheel. Hjellum went on a
tear and the Wildcats scored four unanswered points. Hjellum had a team high,
16 kills, and gave Central a lead it would
not relinquish throughout the night.
“I try to see the block in front of me
so I’m not swinging as hard as I can, I try
to mentally be prepared and jump to my
highest point,” Hjellum said. “But swinging hard is always the go to.”
The key to the Wildcat’s attack was redshirt junior right-side hitter Emmy Dolan,
playing opposite of Hjellum. Dolan got
going early in the second set, giving redshirt freshman setter Catie Fry more opportunities to go to in search of points.
Dolan finished with 10 kills and a block.
“I have complete trust in every single
one of my hitters,” Fry said. “I know
they’re going to be up and I know our timing is going to be on. I’ll let them run every
single ball, I’ll shoot it to the outside because I know they’re going to get it done.”
It didn’t get any easier for the visiting
Wolves when they switched sides at the
end of the first set. Western Oregon serv-

ers were positioned right in front of the
Wildcat fan section, and each serve attempt was greeted by screaming supporters.
Despite controlling the game, Central
never let up.
Freshman middle blocker Kaitlin Quirk
had the match-winning kill, after she went
up and drilled the ball straight through the
Wolves’ defense.
Saturday night’s contest pitted Central
against St. Martin’s at Nicholson Pavilion.
Central dominated the first set for a win
before finding themselves trailing. The
Wildcats never lost confidence and came
storming back with a 4-0 run to pull ahead
and finish off the second set. The third
frame exhibited more of the same, with
Central pulling away late with one more
4-0 scoring streak to break open a 12-11
lead and finish off the sweep.
With a young team that features several freshmen playing key roles, CWU
head coach Mario Andaya admitted that
keeping his team level-headed and hungry
throughout the win streak is something he
preaches.
“It’s a challenge that we have every
week,” Andaya said. “It’s something we
talk about all the time, it’s nice to see that
they have a good perspective about the
game and the matches and it’s nice to see
them move on too, it’s a good group and
they’re learning each night.”
Andaya also complimented his team’s
chemistry and that when things are going
smoothly there’s little that can stop the
Wildcats’ potent attack.
“When our setters can connect and
locate and they find a rhythm on who to
go to in critical situations it’s big,” Andaya
said. “We work hard every day in practice to find that rhythm. It paid off big
tonight.”
Central looks ahead to next week’s
duel with fellow conference leader Western Washington University in Bellingham.
Both teams are nationally ranked, and
bragging rights in the long standing rivalry
are on the line.
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Wakeboard club wins championship
BY AMBER THORP

Staff Reporter

Last Sunday, the Central Washington
University wakeboard team delivered a
soaring victory at the Collegiate Wakeboard Championship for the western region.
The team traveled 13 hours in cramped
vans to Sacramento, Calif. to compete
at Water Sports Farm, a private artiﬁcial
lake.
“It was kind of a motivational thing
for us,” Eddie Roberts said, president of
the wakeboarding sports club. “We didn’t
want to travel all that distance and not
show what we are capable of. The challenge of the trip was motivation for us to
buckle down and throw down.”
The Wildcats proudly took home the
championship, ﬁnishing ﬁrst out of the
eight teams. Central ﬁnished with 39
points, followed by Chico State with 15
points and Arizona State with 14.
“I knew it was going to be a tough
competition because ASU has got a really
solid team and Chico State are defending
national champions,”
RobFor more information on erts said. “We
the wakeboarding club have one of the
toughest regions
contact President
in the nation.
Eddie Roberts at
I didn’t expect
eddie@lakesports.com
to go down and
win, but I did

have a lot of conﬁdence in our crew.”
Competitive wakeboarding is scored
on a point system. An individual is judged
in their personal division based on amplitude, style, and composition. Saturday
was the preliminary round and nine out
of the 12 CWU riders made it to ﬁnals on
Sunday.
Junior Chelsea Worland ﬁnished second for the women’s division with two
points. She fought hard by landing 180’s
and other huge jumps.
“Finding out that I got second was the
best,” Worland said. “ I’ve never [been on
the] podium before so this was my ﬁrst
time doing anything like that. It felt really
cool to be one of the people with a trophy.”
The Wildcats competing in the men’s
B-division crushed their competition: Eddie Roberts in ﬁrst place, Thomas Olson
in second, and Sean Harris in third.
Olson had one of the most exciting and
unexpected tricks of the whole competition. He surprised everyone by landing the
trick known as the “Big-Worm”, which is
a toe-side pop, handle overhead followed
by a 900-degree spin. Considered by most
wake boarders as a big league trick, usually only professionals attempt to pull it off.
“Tom did some crazy tricks,” freshman
Kolby Blew said. “I talked to him about his
run and what he thought he was going to
do and then he went out there and didn’t
do anything that he told me. He did way
harder stuff – it was ridiculous to watch.”

Prom queens take out Whitman
Junior Emma Van Natta, who is the
prop
in the front row, showed off her high
Staff Reporter
school prom dress at the match. Van Natta
The Central Washington University is very excited to see how the rest of the
women’s rugby club put together a “Prom season will go. She’s been a member of
Dress Match” with Whitman University Central’s rugby team for two years.
women’s rugby club. The Wildcats won
“I am excited to have a fun atmosphere
the match 20-7 on the Nicholson Rugby at the game today, and to raise money for
Pitch. All the proceeds went towards the breast cancer,” Van Natta said.
Kittitas Valley Community Hospital to
President of Central’s women’s rugby
provide mammograms for those who can- team, Emily Noste, is a senior this year,
not afford them.
and has been with the team for four years.
Junior Heather Johnson was respon- Some goals Noste had for the game was to
sible for organizhave all the women
ing the “Match for
to remember the
Hope” with WhitI am excited to have a basics and play a
man
University.
game, but also
fun atmosphere at the game safe
Johnson has been
recognize the impart of the CWU
today, and to raise money for portance of the
rugby family for
breast cancer.
match.
three years, and
“This is a great
-EMMA VAN NATTA
has been looking
opportunity to raise
forward to holdJunior
money for breast
ing this event for a
cancer awareness,
while. She hopes to
and hopefully we
make it an annual event.
will be able to hold this event in the up
“I appreciate all the spectators that
come out to our match and support the coming years,” Noste said.
Van Natta felt it was important to emteam,” Johnson said.
phasize
the team’s camaraderie on the
The stands and pitch were ﬁlled with
pitch.
friends and families to support the Wild“Central’s women’s rugby team is more
cats along with Breast Cancer awareness
of
a
family,” Van Natta said.
month. The women’s rugby team had
The
team consists of 32 players who
a table set up for the spectators to grab
are
very
close, spending a lot of time toitems, from a pink boa to a pink bandana
gether
even
off the ﬁeld. The team spends
to support breast cancer research while
the
night
before
every match together and
watching the game.
holds
a
dinner
for
all of the players rotatThe prom dresses did not prevent
ing
between
players’
houses.
the women from getting down and dirty
Outside
of
practice,
the team tries to
with Whitman University. Whitman also
work
out
together
as
much
as they can,
took part by playing in prom dresses. The
and
often
go
on
hikes
to
stay
in
shape. .
match was a friendly between both clubs
“The
rookies,
have
caught
on
very fast
and was very entertaining for everyone.
so
far
this
year,
and
have
much
potential
It wasn’t long until all the colorful prom
dresses were covered with grass and mud for this year and creating a very strong
team.” Johnson said.
stains from the intense play.
BY KATELYN POTASKY

“

“

PHOTO COURTESY OF CWU WAKEBOARD CLUB

HANG TIME CWU wakeboard club member Thomas Olson performs a trick during
the Collegiate Wakeboard championship. Olson finished second in his division.

Blew competed in a division that featured several professional riders, but still
competed hard to land in the ﬁnals. One
of Blew’s ﬁnest tricks was his hard combo,
which featured three moves: a crow-mobe
front ﬂip 360 into a tantrum, then ﬁnally
ﬁnishing with a blind back ﬂip backside
180.
The wakeboarding season may be
slowing down, but the Wildcat team are

debating whether to attend the next competition in Chico, Calif. What they’re really looking forward to, however, is the
national competition.
“The next big step for the team is we
have nationals in spring,” Roberts said.
“Over the winter we plan to do a lot of
fund raising and different events, making
t-shirts and selling sweat shirts and all that
kind of stuff.”
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Five-match losing streak snapped
BY JARYD CLINE

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
women’s soccer team ﬁnally ended its ﬁvegame losing streak at home against Great
Northwest Athletic Conference opponent
Northwest Nazarene University Saturday.
The Wildcats improved to 4-8-2 and
3-6-1 in GNAC play, but lost to Montana
State University Billings prior to the NNU
victory.
The Wildcats also ended their fourgame goal-less drought, which came in the
32nd minute of the match versus NNU
when senior forward Carson McKole hit
the back of the net. Sophomore forward
Hadli Farrand made a great pass to McKole, giving the Wildcats their ﬁrst lead
since Sept. 20 against Simon Fraser.
The Wildcats raced down the ﬁeld to
give McKole another shot at the goal after a pass by Hadli Farrand, but the shot
sailed over the goalpost. Sophomore goalie Kayla Lipston made a save in the 35th
minute and Central went into halftime
with a 1-0 lead.
“In the ﬁrst half we played very well,”
said head coach Michael Farrand. “We
certainly created enough chances and did
some good counterattacking.”
The Wildcats came out in the second
half and scored in the 58th minute to increase their lead to two. Freshman midﬁelder Reilly Retz passed down the right
side of the ﬁeld to sophomore midﬁelder
Danielle Brandli, who distributed the ball
to McKole for her sixth goal of the season.
“Carson’s dangerous. I think she’s the
best forward in the conference,” Michael
Farrand said. “I thought D (Brandli) serving it early put her in a good spot, and
Carson ran her girl away and was in the
The game against Montana State
right spot.”
University
Billings was the Wildcats’ ﬁrst
As rain started to fall, the Wildcats were
home
game
in over 30 days due to the pergetting closer to their ﬁrst win in 23 days.
sistent
poor
air
quality in Ellensburg.
Off an NNU corner kick, Lipston snagged
“This
week
we had two practices on
the ball out of the air to deny the Crucampus in a row,”
saders a chance to
Michael Farrand
score. NNU threat“We have a
Carson’s dangerous. I said.
ened a few more
great
facility and
times but never
think she’s the best forward being home, not
scored.
in the conference.
having to be on a
“We needed to
bus or a van, is acget our bite back
tually a big deal for
after losing the last
-MICHAEL FARRAND
us.”
few games,” Hadli
Head coach
Having to reFarrand said. “We
locate
for home
went into it congames
causes a
ﬁdent and remembered to play our kind
break
in
the
players’
routine
which
affects
of soccer. We just came in and got the job
their
play.
done like we needed to.”
“It’s a lot better because we’re actually
excited to play here,” said senior forward
Carson McKole. “We get music and feel
more comfortable.”
Two days earlier against the Yellowjackets, the Wildcats allowed two goals in
the ﬁrst half and weren’t able to recover
in the second half, which led to the team’s
ﬁfth loss in a row.
The Wildcats had a few chances to
score their ﬁrst goal since September 27
as they outshot MSUB 17-15 and had an
8-2 advantage in corner kicks. The refs
called back a goal in the 15th minute due
to an offside penalty by the Wildcats. Moments later, the Yellowjackets drove the
ball downﬁeld, but Lipston made a save to
deny a goal.
In the 21st and 27th minute, the Yellowjackets scored their only goals of the
game after a breakdown in the Wildcats’
defense.

Final Score

Thursday 10/11
Montana State-Billings - 2
Central Washington - 0
Sunday 10/13
Central Washington - 2
Northwest Nazarene - 0

“

“

CASEY DEMORY/OBSERVER

KICKS (Top) Senior forward Carson McKole breaks away against Montana State
University Billings. (Above) McKole fights for the ball against a Northwest Nazarene
defender during Saturday’s win. McKole helped snap the Wildcats’ five-match losing
streak with two goals Saturday against Northwest Nazarene.

The Wildcats spent the majority of the
second half in MSUB’s half of the ﬁeld,
but weren’t able to put the ball in the goal.
A shot by McKole in the 62nd minute was caught by the goalkeeper, and
moments later another shot by McKole
couldn’t ﬁnd the net and Central fans were
upset by a physical no-call near the goal.
McKole had two shots on goal in the
ﬁnal ten minutes, but both were blocked
by the MSUB freshman goalkeeper Aiko
Johnson. McKole ﬁnished with ﬁve of
Central’s 17 shot attempts while Lipston
totaled ﬁve saves.
“We gave up two soft goals and we
were doing a lot correct and playing fairly

well for us,” Michael Farrand said. “And
it’s just too tough for us to comeback on a
lead like that.”
The loss was the team’s ﬁfth in a row,
with four of the losses being decided by
one goal. But after getting back into win
column in the GNAC standings, the Wildcats are looking to mount a comeback.
“It’s just frustrating,” McKole said.
“Because we get the same results every
game.”
CWU continues its home stand next
week with two more GNAC matches,
starting Oct. 13. versus Western Oregon
University at 3 p.m and Saint Martin’s on
Oct. 20.

Must be 18 or older to purchase. Visit walottery.com for details.

